
Lombardo property
Field, forest, pond, vernal pools



Lombardo 

property

largest open 

space land 

left in 

Manchester

Contiguousness



Lombardo 

property:

Largest 

proposed 

open space 

acquisition.



Background of 2016 referendum
Town of Manchester brochure 

sent to voters: Appropriation of 

land-acquisition funds.



To preserve the 

Lombardo 

property, seeking 

$1,000,000 from 

that fund. 
Recommended unanimously by Land 

Acquisition committee on 6/24/20.



Acquiring the Lombardo property
Manchester Land Conservation Trust and Town of Manchester

Background --

Manchester voters on 11/8/2016 voted 13,339 to 9,732 to approve a bond issue of $4 million 

for Land Acquisition and Historic Facility Improvements. Town Directors have so far 

approved $1,094,000 of the $4 million.  Projects:

• A study for the restoration of Cheney Hall $  27,500

• Manchester Land Trust, mortgage payoff, Botti Farm, Bush Hill Rd. $  50,000

• Town purchase of the remaining Cheney Rail Trail – Center Street to Mills $300,000

• Cheney Hall renovations $500,000

• Army & Navy Club restroom renovations $  50,000

• Cheney Hall work (Phase II) $160,000

• Old Manchester Museum, 126 Cedar Street $    6,500

The portion so far allocated towards open space is the $50,000 grant to the Land Trust.  

(Thank you!) The bond fund has a remaining balance of $2,906,000.  



Collaborating 

to preserve 

102 acres
by 12/31/2020 with 

probable extension if 

needed for fundraising.

Land Trust cannot 

do it alone.

For the State grant request, the Trust has spent for surveys, studies, appraisals $     40,000

--------------

• Total price, to be paid by 12/31/2020 to the Lombardo family $1,700,000

• The Land Trust obtained a State of Connecticut DEEP grant $   300,000

• Seeking from Town’s open-space fund $1,000,000

• Other sources: Hartford Foundation, Bafflin Foundation, individual donors $   400,000



Collaborations • CASE MOUNTAIN 
ICON OF MANCHESTER

Case Mountain Recreation Area – One of the Land Trust’s first projects, “SAVE CASE 

MOUNTAIN” 1972 campaign. Also • Case parklet (near waterfall) donated to Trust, with 

maintenance by Town • Upper Case Pond with dam, bought by Trust 2005, half of funds from 

town • Other Case parcels – Wyllys Falls, Tam Rd. with Town easement.



Collaborations • SALTER’S POND

Salter’s Pond owned by Land Trust. Town has 

easement. Town rec dep’t hosts fishing derby.

Town & Trust collaborated on repair of dam –

otherwise, Salter’s SWAMP, not POND.



Collaborations • CHENEY RAILROAD
Privately own railroad opened in 1869; last passenger run 1933; ended its freight days in the 1980s

2005, the Land Trust bought the northernmost mile, on which the 

Town has a drainage easement. Town bought southernmost section of 

railbed. Cooperative effort for an iconic and historic rail trail. 



Collaborations

• RISLEY RESERVOIR
“Back-up reservoir” -- water 

owned by the water department; 

dam and meadow owned by Land 

Trust, made possible by financial 

support of Town of Manchester. 

Cooperating for clean water, 

open space.

1986, the Land Trust 

raised funds to fix dam, 

which was in poor 

condition. A major 

cooperative effort with 

Trust volunteers, DEEP, 

towns of Manchester, 

Vernon, Bolton! 



Collaborations • FARM ON BUSH HILL ROAD

2015 collaboration to buy 62-acre 

farm: State DEEP grant, Town grants 

($149,000 total), grants from private 

foundations, Road Race Committee, 

Cruisin’ on Main, and hundreds of 

individual donors. 
Pictured clockwise from top left; one of our hikes; the farm 

pond; orchard trimming volunteers.



Collaborations • BUCKLAND POND, TAM ROAD PARCEL

Working with Town to 

provide open space, 

recreation, clean water, 

clean air, access to nature 

for young and old.



An

Invitation!
. Directors: Arrange a tour: 860-646-4081


